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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

July 25, 2021

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are 
here. If you have any questions, just ask an usher or other volunteer. We would love to 
see just what kind of impact our worship services are making. Please fill out our Connect 
Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY
“All the church ever talks about is money!” Have you ever heard that and immediately 
felt awkward? At times, that might seem like it’s true. However, while there are certainly 
lines that need to be drawn as to how the church talks about money, the church still needs 
to speak about it! Why? Because the human heart is hardwired to love money; and, as we 
will hear from God’s Word today, the love of money leads to all sorts of evil, danger, and 
ruin. So, yes, we are going to talk about money again; but that’s only because God talks 
about it as a way to keep us safe and to remember who has given us everything we need.

The liturgical color1 for this Sunday is green, which is the color of growth. Our faith and 
trust in God grow as we hear the Word. Our love for others also grows as we are called to 
serve them.

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Service of the Word. Words and Music: Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“Jesus Paid It All.” Text: Elvina M. Hall (1865); public domain. Tune: ALL TO CHRIST; by John T. Grape (1868); public 
domain.

Psalm 37. Refrain Text: Para. Of Psalm 37:7a by Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood/Morningstar Music Publishers. All 
rights reserved. Verses text: The Psalter, 1912, alt., public domain. Music: Hal H. Hopson, © 2008 
Birnamwood/Morningstar Publishers. All rights reserved.  Reprinted/Streamed with permission under OneLicense.net A-
719903. All rights reserved.  

752 “In Christ Alone.”  Text, Tune & Setting: Keith Getty & Stuart Townsend. © 2002 Thankyou Music, Admin. EMI CMG 
Publishing. Used by permission: CCLI#145043

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole, the altar, and the pulpit.
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CALENDAR July 25-August 1

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

MONDAY 6:30 PM Worship

TUESDAY 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center

6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

WEDNESDAY 4:30 PM Vacation Bible School at Sand Lot Park

THURSDAY 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop 

SUNDAY    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Sunday Bible Study in the cafeteria

10:30 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE & OFFERING REPORT 
Last Week’s Attendance:  222   

From July 1, 2021 to July 21, 2021 
Actual ministry income:  $ 54,913
Actual cost of ministry: $ 96,310

Mortgage balance:  $1,234,563

Organ Fund balance: $21,690

UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug. 3-4 Clothing Drive
Aug. 4           VBS at Zoo Helen’s House
Aug. 5 VBS at Robinson Park
Aug. 5-7        Clothing Giveaway 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
Service of the Word draws the believer’s attention to 
the proclamation of the Gospel in the Word of God.  

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN All Depends on Our Possessing | CW 421

Please stand. 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Minister (M): The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation (C):  And also with you. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways     
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

M:  God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are 
his own dear child. May God give you the strength to live according to his will.

C:  Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE
M:   In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Song Leaders:  I hear the Savior say, Jesus Paid It All

"Thy strength indeed is small,
Child of weakness, watch and pray,
Find in Me thine all in all."

Verse 3 opens "Many spend their lives in 
fretting over trifles and in getting things 

that have no solid ground." That's exactly 
what materialism is! Compare that with 

the rest of verse 3 and the lasting treasure 
that is found in God's Word.
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All: 

Song Leaders - Lord, now indeed I find
Thy pow'r and Thine alone,
Can change the leper's spots
And melt the heart of stone. 

All - Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

Song Leaders - For nothing good have I
Where-by Thy grace to claim;
I'll wash my garments white
In the blood of Calv'ry's Lamb. 

All - Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.

Song Leaders - And when, before the throne,
I stand in Him complete,
"Jesus died my soul to save,"
My lips shall still repeat. 

All - Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I owe;
Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  Let us pray.

Lord God, our Creator and preserver, you
have given us material wealth far more 
than we require for our basic needs.
Preserve us from apathy, complacency, 
and selfishness. Keep us from so avidly pursuing prosperity that in gaining the 
world, we lose our souls. Make us always grateful for your generosity and move us to 
share generously with others; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.
Be seated. 

The Word

FIRST LESSON  Ecclesiastes 5:10-20
There is never enough for the materialist.
After the reading, the announcement is made:
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 37 | The People’s Psalter

C:   

Song Leaders: O trust in the Lord with all your heart,
Take heed to do God’s will;
So shall you live in peace and joy,
And God your needs shall fill.

C: ♫ Wait for the Lord; patiently wait. Wait for the Lord. ♫
Song Leaders: Take great delight in the Lord your God,

Who grants your heart’s request.
To God commit your way in faith; 
You surely shall be blest.

Anything in our worship service that is 
labeled "...of the Day" (Prayer, Psalm, Verse, 
Hymn) is meant to summarize the theme of 

the week in a number of different ways. Check 
to see if all these things say the same thing.
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C: ♫ Wait for the Lord; patiently wait. Wait for the Lord. ♫

Song Leaders: The Lord shall make your righteous ways
Shine brightly as the light,
And as the burning noonday sun,
Your judgment shall be bright.

C: ♫ Wait for the Lord; patiently wait. Wait for the Lord. ♫

Song Leaders: O rest in the Lord with quiet trust,
Wait patiently each day;
Though wicked ones may seem to thrive,
Keep faith, the Lord obey.

 C: ♫ Wait for the Lord; patiently wait. Wait for the Lord. ♫

SECOND LESSON  1 Timothy 6:6-11, 17-19
Contentment is the antidote to materialism.
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia! Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you 

have, 
C: because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 

Alleluia! (Psalm 34:18)

Please stand.
GOSPEL  Luke 12:13-21
God must be prioritized over wealth. 
After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
The children are invited to come forward for a special message.

HYMN   What Is the World to Me | CW 477

SERMON The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly of Wealth 

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH   Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to support 
the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church body, the 
WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  

If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

MUSICAL OFFERING   

Please stand. 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Lord of our lives, by sending your Son to live and die as our perfect substitute, you 

provided forgiveness and salvation for a world of sinners. 
C: We praise you for your generous saving love. 



9

M: We thank you for reaching out to each of us personally with your Word and the 
water of Baptism. You have set us apart as people who belong to you.

C: As your people, our main purpose in life is to receive your love and live to your 
glory.

M: Gracious Father, remind us that you have called us to live for you and not for 
ourselves or according to the standards of the world. Help us devote our time, our 
talents, our energy, and whatever you have placed into our hands to those things 
that will be of value for eternity. Help us to love you and others and to use things 
as you desire, instead of loving things and trying to use you and others for our 
own selfish desires. 

C: May our hearts belong to you completely so that our lives can be devoted to 
things that really matter.

M: Bless all who are suffering or in need. Be with the lonely and the grief-stricken. 
Move us to use the unique gifts you have given each of us to bring comfort and 
help to those who need it. Bless the government and the Church.

C: Make us blessings to all people, as well as to the institutions you have 
established for our good.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Crush the selfishness that comes to us naturally and fill us with joyful generosity. 
Grant that the gifts we bring to you may show that we are just as diligent and just 
as interested in carrying out your business as we are in carrying out our own. 

C: We ask all these things not because we deserve to ask them, but because your 
Son has earned for us the right to approach you as your dear children. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated. 
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HYMN In Christ Alone | CWS 752
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Please stand. 
CLOSING PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray together.
C:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 

Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, 
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give 
you peace.

C:   Amen. 

Be seated. 
CLOSING HYMN Take My Life and Let It Be | CW 469

~ . ~
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TAKE HOME QUESTIONS

1. What things can a person do with their wealth that are pleasing to God? In contrast, 
what are things that people do with money that is not God-pleasing? Think about 
what each of today’s readings have to say about such things.

2. Compare the words of the rich fool in Luke 12:19 with the words of Ecclesiastes 5:18. 
They seem similar and yet, one leads to the death of the fool and one is a good thing 
to do. What leads to the different outcomes?

3. In what ways have you seen the words of Ecclesiastes 5:10-20 to be true in your life? 
Be sure to go through the good, the bad, and the ugly.

4. Throughout the Scriptures, there are examples—both good and bad—of how people 
use the blessing of wealth. In addition to today’s readings, look at the following 
sections to see that wealth isn’t the issue, it’s the love of wealth:

a. Genesis 13:1-6

b. 1 Kings 10:14-11:6

c. John 12:1-8

d. Acts 5:1-11
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today’s Bible Study: Ephesians
9:15-10:15 AM in the Cafeteria

SYNOD CONVENTION THIS WEEK July 26-18

The synod in convention is the legislative body of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod (WELS). About 400 delegates are chosen by the districts from among the male 
called workers and voting lay members of WELS congregations to attend the convention. 
This voting meets to carry out the responsibilities of the legislative body of WELS, to 
celebrate God’s blessings on our ministry in the past, to nurture our faith, and to set in 
motion an agreed-upon plan of ministry for the future. You can learn more about the 
convention and watch all the convention proceedings live online at 
wels.net/2021synodconvention.

CONGREGATIONAL MISSION OFFERING

From January-June 2021, our congregation gave $13,934.36 to the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod Our Savior is increasing the number of opportunities our church body 
has to proclaim Christ’s good news to people around the world. Our mission offering 
allows us to play a part in that world-wide mission. The amount of our gift is based on a 
percentage of our weekly giving. For more information on how this is calculated, please 
contact our Financial Secretary, Mike Anderson.

FIRST VBS SESSION THIS WEEK July 28 | 4:30-7:30 PM

Join us as week take God’s Word to our community parks. The first offering of our one-
day Vacation Bible School will take place at the shelter in Sand Lot Park. The program is 
for children ages 3-10 years. Bring your kids, your friend’s kids, and your kid’s friends. 
Everyone is welcome. To help ease hectic family schedules, a free meal will be served from 
4:30-5:30. If you can’t make it this Wednesday, the program will be repeated on August 4 
at Helen’s House at the Zoo and on August 5 at the shelter in Robinson Park. We hope 
you will come on one of these nights!
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WHAT’S UP WITH THE CALL?

Mrs. Stephanie Wolfram returned the call to teach 1st and 2nd grade.  We are thankful the 
Lord led her to a peaceful decision.  Because calling a teacher from the field is no longer 
possible, Mr. Melso will teach 1st & 2nd grades. (He has already been teaching 1st & 2nd 
grade math.) Mr. Pahl has been asked to serve as an assistant principal to provide some 
extra help to Mr. Melso.  We intend to begin the call process for a teacher in October when 
the call window reopens.  Until then, please keep Mr. Melso and the entire teaching staff 
in your prayers as they work through scheduling the 2021-2022 school year. 

CLOTHING DRIVE Aug. 3-4 | 10:00AM-6:00PM

Do you have clothing that never quite fit right or the color wasn’t flattering? Have your 
kids outgrown all of last year’s school clothes? Gather those things together and donate 
them to our Community Clothing Drive. Donations will be accepted on Tuesday, August 
3 and Wednesday August 4, from 10:00 AM- 6:00PM.  Your donations will be given away 
free to the public on Aug. 5-7. We need all sizes from infants to extended sizes, plus shoes, 
coats, and accessories. (Please do not bring any sheets, blankets, towels, etc. Those can be 
donated elsewhere.) 

HELP WITH THE GIVEAWAY/DRIVE Aug 3-7

Many volunteers are need to sort and organize the clothing for our Community Clothing 
Giveaway. The hours are very flexible, serve as little or as much as you would like. The 
main task is sorting clothing by gender, size, and type (pants, shirts, etc.). Help is also 
needed on giveaway days to keep things organized. If you would like to help, please 
contact Michelle Gear (920-784-4643 or michellemgear@gmail.com) or just drop when you 
have time. 

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE WRAPS UP July 31

Our school supply drive ends this week. If you want to help with this effort, be sure to bring 
in your donations by next Sunday. All of our donations will be taken to the community-
wide “Stuff the School Bus.” From there, they will be distributed to local families.  

MASKS & MUGS STILL AVAILABLE

St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) is selling masks or coffee mugs as a fundraiser for their program. 
The items were designed by our youth and are on display in the Welcome Center. Order 
forms are nearby. Donations are also welcome.
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RETURN TO WITTENBERG Sept. 10-12

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Tomah, will hold their annual Return to Wittenberg 
Conference in September.  The worship, fellowship and discipleship will all focus on the 
theme “Here We Stand.” Dr. Ryan MacPherson of Bethany Lutheran College will give a 
three-part presentation entitled “How Gospel-Cherishing People Lawfully Resist 
Unlawful Authority: A Workshop for Christian Perseverance.” The Rev. David Jay 
Webber will present “Adiaphora: Why We Should Not Be Indifferent to ‘Indifferent 
Things.” To learn more, visit www.returntowittenberg.org.

CAN YOU TAKE ONE SHIFT A MONTH?

Dime & Dollar Thrift Store is seeking volunteers for all positions, from accepting, sorting 
& pricing donations to cashiering and bagging purchases. Shifts are generally 2-4 hours 
long. If you can serve once a month, once a week, or more often, it would be greatly 
appreciated. To learn more, stop by the store, call 715-421-2030, or use the SignUp Genius 
link on our website under the Serve tab. Reminder: All profits from the thrift store help 
support Northland Lutheran High School.

 
NOW HIRING:

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
 

Flexible scheduling  Monday-Friday
Computer work - Reception

Light Bookkeeping
 

Contact Judy Stensberg
churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

715-421-3634 ext. 1000
 Whoever loves money never 

has money enough; whoever 
loves wealth is never satisfied 

with his income.
- Ecclesiastes 5:10 -



311 14th Ave S  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495  |  715-421-3634   |  churchoffice@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org

 

www.stpaulswr.org


